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NATIONAL YOUNGARTS FOUNDATION NAMES
EVAN PLUMMER SENIOR DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION AND
MATT NIELSON SENIOR DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS AND CAMPUS PLANNING
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Miami, FL (November 6, 2017) – The National YoungArts Foundation (YoungArts) President & CEO
Carolina García Jayaram today announced the appointment of Evan Plummer as Senior Director of
Education and Matt Nielson as Senior Director of Operations and Campus Planning. Both Mr.
Plummer and Mr. Nielson will work alongside organization leadership to support the most
accomplished young artists in the visual, literary, design and performing arts. Both appointments
speak to YoungArts’ expanding programming dedicated to serving aspiring artists at critical
junctures in their educational and professional development.
“YoungArts is determined to increasing access to the arts across our country and to providing
alumni with a platform to experiment and flourish,” said Carolina García Jayaram, YoungArts
President & CEO. “I cannot think of two better people to help us accomplish these goals. Both are
seasoned professionals with in depth experience that will help propel YoungArts’ mission forward.
Along with the Board of Trustees, I am delighted to welcome Evan and Matt to our growing team.”
Mr. Plummer joins YoungArts after leading campaigns to support arts education in Chicago Public
Schools, one of the largest school districts in the United States. While serving as Director of Arts
Education, he led the production of the Arts Content Framework, a first-of-its-kind K-12 curriculum
guide in Illinois, aligned to the new National Core Arts Standards. At YoungArts he will be
responsible for creating strategic partnerships with public, private and arts-focused schools across

the country, to advance the organization’s work to increase access to the arts for students inside and
outside of the classroom. He will assume his post immediately.
“After campaigning for K-12 arts education in Chicago, it is an honor to continue advancing the arts
every day for young people across the nation,” said Mr. Plummer. “As disparities in arts education
persist in our country, it is my goal to ensure that young artists have access to quality mentors and
opportunities in the visual, literary, design, and performing arts.”
Mr. Nielson has joined YoungArts to oversee operations and the management of YoungArts’ campus
in Miami, as well as to support the organization’s signature and growing programs in Los Angeles
and New York. For nearly two decades he served as Deputy Commissioner for the Chicago
Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events, where he helped open and managed Chicago’s
iconic Millennium Park, along with the reinvigoration of its landmark Chicago Cultural Center. He
began his position in August 2017.
“I am thrilled to be joining the team at YoungArts as we work to reimagine how we can be best use
our campus to support, nurture and inspire emerging artists throughout their creative process,” said
Mr. Nielson. “I look forward to finding ways to use our facilities and programs to create a place
where artists can come together, collaborate and are encouraged to take risks.”
Biographies
Evan Plummer served Chicago Public Schools as its Director of Arts Education where he drove the
implementation of the school district’s strategic plan to ensure that all students had access to arts
learning experiences.
Prior to becoming Director of Arts Education, Mr. Plummer served CPS as an administrator for arts
education in various capacities, from leading the district’s Fine and Performing Arts Magnet Schools
program to managing large-scale arts curriculum initiatives. Evan was an Arts Education Fellow in
Maputo, Mozambique where he taught cinema and video at the National School of Visual Arts.
From 1998-2017, Matt Nielson served as Deputy Commissioner for the Chicago Department of
Cultural Affairs and Special Events, where his responsibilities included the management, operation
and function of the city’s municipal arts and culture venues like Millennium Park, the Chicago
Cultural Center, and the Historic WaterTower/Water Works complex. This role also included
oversight of leasehold and arts partner agreements with the Millennium Park Foundation, the
Chicago Children’s Choir, the Lookingglass Theatre Company and StoryCorps. He also worked on the
ongoing implementation of the 2012 Cultural Plan of Chicago, as well as the City Markets/Farmers
Market program.
Mr. Nielson received a bachelor’s degree from Iowa State University in community and regional
planning, and graduate course work in urban planning and public affairs at the University of Illinois
at Chicago. He serves on the Planning Advisory Council to the Chair for the Department of
Community and Regional Planning, College of Design at Iowa State University.
Mr. Nielson is a member of the American Planning Association and the City Parks Alliance. His civic
involvement has included board service with the League of Chicago Theatres, Howard Brown Health,
Nonprofit Finance Fund and International Wine Institute.

About the National YoungArts Foundation
The National YoungArts Foundation (YoungArts) was established in 1981 by Lin and Ted Arison to
identify and nurture the most accomplished young artists in the visual, literary, design and
performing arts, and assist them at critical junctures in their educational and professional
development. Through a wide range of annual programs, performances, and partnerships with
some of the nation’s leading cultural institutions, YoungArts aspires to create a strong community
of alumni and a platform for a lifetime of encouragement, opportunity and support.
YoungArts’ signature program is an application-based award for emerging artists ages 15–18 or in
grades 10–12 from across the United States. Selected through a blind adjudication process,
YoungArts winners receive valuable support, including financial awards of up to $10,000,
professional development and educational experiences working with renowned mentors—such as
Debbie Allen, Mikhail Baryshnikov, Rebecca Walker, Plácido Domingo, Frank Gehry, Jeff Koons,
Wynton Marsalis, Salman Rushdie and Carrie Mae Weems—and performance and exhibition
opportunities at some of the nation’s leading cultural institutions, including the John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts (Washington, D.C.), The Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York),
The Museum of Modern Art (New York) and New World Center (Miami). Additionally, YoungArts
winners are eligible for nomination as a U.S. Presidential Scholar in the Arts, one of the nation’s
highest honors for high school students who exemplify academic and artistic excellence.
YoungArts winners become part of a thousands-strong alumni network of artists, which offers them
additional professional opportunities throughout their careers. YoungArts alumni who have gone
on to become leading professionals in their fields include actresses Viola Davis, Anna Gunn,
Zuzanna Szadkowski and Kerry Washington; Broadway stars Raúl Esparza, Billy Porter, Andrew
Rannells and Tony Yazbeck; recording artists Josh Groban, Judith Hill and Chris Young;
Metropolitan Opera star Eric Owens; musicians Terence Blanchard, Gerald Clayton, Jennifer Koh
and Elizabeth Roe; choreographers Camille A. Brown and Desmond Richardson; visual artists
Daniel Arsham and Hernan Bas; internationally acclaimed multimedia artist Doug Aitken; New York
Times bestselling author Sam Lipsyte; and Academy Award winners Doug Blush and Tarell Alvin
McCraney.
For more information, visit youngarts.org, facebook.com/YoungArtsFoundation or
twitter.com/YoungArts. To watch a brief video about YoungArts, click here.
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