Media Contacts:
Dejha Carrington, National YoungArts Foundation
dcarrington@youngarts.org / 305-377-1140
Julia An, Polskin Arts & Communications Counselors
julia.an@finnpartners.com / 212-715-1694

NATIONAL YOUNGARTS FOUNDATION NAMES
CAROLINA GARCÍA JAYARAM PRESIDENT AND CEO

MIAMI, FL, Monday, May 2, 2016– The Board of Trustees of the National YoungArts Foundation
today announced the appointment of Carolina García Jayaram as President and Chief Executive
Officer. Ms. Jayaram succeeds Michael Kaiser, Interim Chief Executive Officer. She will assume her
post on June 20, 2016.
“We are thrilled that Carolina García Jayaram will be joining us as the Chief Executive Officer,” said
Richard Kohan, Chair of YoungArts’ Board of Trustees. “Her record of leadership and success in the
non-profit arts field is sterling. Her commitment to diversity in the arts is exemplary. Her range of
experience is national, and her roots in Miami are deep. My fellow trustees and I look forward to
working with Carolina to expand the organization’s support of accomplished young artists across
the nation.”
Ms. García Jayaram said, “For years now I have followed the work of YoungArts with excitement and
increasing admiration, seeing the organization continue to broaden and grow the program and give
it more depth and scope. The establishment of the campus in Miami, the expansion of the program’s
outreach into other cities, the involvement of magnificent artists as advisors and role models—all
this and more has made YoungArts the organization to watch. I’m extremely proud to have been
chosen to advance YoungArts in realizing its indispensable mission.”
Sarah Arison, a YoungArts Trustee and President of the Arison Arts Foundation, said, “Thirty-five
years ago, my grandparents, Lin and Ted Arison, founded the National YoungArts Foundation. They
were visionaries who led the way to create an organization that supports and cultivates young
artists at the highest level across the country. As much as YoungArts has achieved since then, I
know that it’s poised to do more, and is needed more than ever. I look forward to working with
Carolina to take YoungArts to its next level.”
Ms. García Jayaram comes to YoungArts from United States Artists (USA), one of the nation’s largest
grantmaking and advocacy organizations supporting performing, visual, media and literary artists,
where she has served as President and Chief Executive Officer since 2014. Among her other
achievements at USA, she oversaw the formation of a new Fellows Alumni Advisory Council, the
establishment of new partnerships with leading national organizations and festivals and the
production of USA’s annual two-day convening, the Artists Assembly.

Prior to joining USA, Ms. García Jayaram served as Executive Director of the Chicago Artists
Coalition from 2010 through 2014, revitalizing the 40-year-old organization into a vital resource
for entrepreneurial artists. She has also served on the Chicago Cultural Plan Advisory Committee
and the Mayor’s Cultural Advisory Council. In recognition of her achievements, the Chicago Tribune
named her “Chicagoan of the Year in Arts” in 2013.
The appointment at YoungArts represents something of a homecoming for Carolina García Jayaram,
who earned her Juris Doctorate degree from the University of Miami School of Law (where she was
a H.O.P.E. Award and Alumni Achievement Award recipient) and co-founded the Miami arts support
and education organization Cannonball (formerly LegalArt), where she was Executive Director. She
continues to be involved with Cannonball as a member of its Board of Directors and also serves on
the advisory board for the University of Miami School of Law’s Entertainment, Arts, and Sports Law
LL.M. Program.
Ms. García Jayaram began her career in arts advocacy and support in New York City (where she
earned her Bachelor of Arts degree from New School University) as Director of Literary Programs at
PEN American Center.
World-renowned opera singer Placido Domingo, a YoungArts Trustee and Master Teacher, said,
“YoungArts is dedicated to the brilliant young people who are on their way to becoming America’s
next generation of artists—so by its very nature this wonderful organization is optimistic,
energetic, empathetic and open to fresh ideas. These are exactly the qualities that Carolina brings to
YoungArts. The fact that she also provides mature judgment and managerial expertise makes her
truly a gift, not just to YoungArts but to American art as a whole.”
“As YoungArts continues to evolve and grow, I am reminded of all that the organization has done
for me,” said Desmond Richardson, Tony-award nominee, celebrated performer and YoungArts
Master Teacher, who was a 1986 YoungArts Winner in Dance and U.S. Presidential Scholar in the
Arts. “It’s been an ongoing fruitful relationship in the years since my first involvement. While I have
toured the world and cofounded my own dance company, Complexions, I have also returned to
YoungArts on multiple occasions to perform and teach, and I’ve been honored to participate with
my company as the first recipient of the YoungArts Residency in Dance. I feel I’m speaking for more
than 20,000 YoungArts Alumni when I welcome Carolina to the YoungArts family.”
This announcement follows the conclusion of YoungArts’ 2016 signature programs in Miami, New
York and Los Angeles. Richard Kohan said, “I would like to acknowledge the astounding work the
YoungArts staff does year after year in providing a platform for emerging artists across the country.
With Carolina joining the staff this summer I can only imagine what we will be able to do to support
generations and generations of artists to come.”
ABOUT THE NATIONAL YOUNGARTS FOUNDATION
The National YoungArts Foundation (YoungArts) was established in 1981 by Lin and Ted Arison to
identify and nurture the most accomplished young artists in the visual, literary, design and
performing arts, and assist them at critical junctures in their educational and professional
development. Through a wide range of annual programs, regular performances, and partnerships

with some of the nation’s leading cultural institutions, YoungArts aspires to create a strong
community of alumni and a platform for a lifetime of encouragement, opportunity and support.
YoungArts’ signature program is an application-based award for emerging artists ages 15 – 18 or in
grades 10 – 12 from across the United States. Selected from a pool of more than an average of
11,000 applications (in 2015, the organization received a record-breaking number of more than
12,000 applications), YoungArts Winners receive valuable support, including financial awards of up
to $10,000, professional development and educational experiences working with renowned
mentors—such as Mikhail Baryshnikov, Plácido Domingo, Frank Gehry, Jeff Koons, Wynton
Marsalis, Robert Redford, Rebecca Walker and Bruce Weber—and performance and exhibition
opportunities at some of the nation’s leading cultural institutions, including the John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts (Washington, D.C.), The Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York),
The Museum of Modern Art (New York) and New World Center (Miami). Additionally, YoungArts
Winners are eligible for nomination as a U.S. Presidential Scholar in the Arts, one of the nation’s
highest honors for high school students who exemplify academic and artistic excellence.
YoungArts Winners also become part of a thousands-strong alumni network of artists, which offers
them additional professional opportunities throughout their careers. YoungArts alumni who have
gone on to become leaders in their fields include actresses Viola Davis, Anna Gunn, Zuzanna
Szadkowski and Kerry Washington; Broadway stars Raúl Esparza, Billy Porter, Andrew Rannells
and Tony Yazbeck; recording artists Josh Groban, Judith Hill and Chris Young; Metropolitan Opera
star Eric Owens; musicians Terence Blanchard, Gerald Clayton and Jennifer Koh; choreographer
Desmond Richardson; visual artists Daniel Arsham and Hernan Bas; internationally acclaimed
multimedia artist Doug Aitken; television writer, producer, and director Jenji Kohan; New York
Times bestselling author Sam Lipsyte; and Academy Award winning filmmaker Doug Blush.
For more information, visit youngarts.org, facebook.com/YoungArtsFoundation or
twitter.com/YoungArts. To watch a brief video about YoungArts, click here.
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